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INTRODUCTION 

 

Welcome to November’s Edition of Wiggy’s Tales. Well, doesn’t’ time fly by!  It’s getting nearer 
and nearer to Christmas, to be precise only 55 days to go.     
 

From the Suggestion Box 

Suggestion - Why are Staff bringing in personal laundry to do and using the resident’s laundry, 

seen on a regular basis.   

Response - The previous CEO, Dennis Cooper, gave permission for staff to use the resident’s 

laundry as long as the residents are not using it.  

Suggestion - In view of the recent security breach and burglary at William House, would it be 

sensible to re-alarm the bottom doors, maybe with the exception of one near the washing lines 

and another near the Chapel? 

Response - Thank you for this observation.  We are reviewing all issues regarding security.   

 WILLIAM HOUSE RESIDENTS MEETING 

Please note that the next William House Residents Meeting 

will be held on Thursday 15th November 2018 at 10:30 am in 

the Boardroom.  Everyone welcome.  If you any issues you 

wish to raise, then please place these into the Suggestion Box. 

Thank you.  

CHAPEL SERVICES  

Please note that due to some confusion over the name ‘Ecumenical’ the Thursday Morning 

9.30am Service will now be known as the ‘Informal Service’. It is a Service without written 

down formal liturgy and is usually an opportunity to look at a Bible passage in greater 

depth. It only lasts ½ hour and ALL are welcome. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

What a cheeky squirrel trying to get into Liz Denoons Flat 
window.  He must be looking / trying to hide his nuts!!! 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

CHARITY COLLECTIONS & FUND RAISING EVENTS  

 

Bingo we raised £99.00 

 

  Monday 3rd September Scrabble we raised £22.00 

  

 

      Thursday 4th October Coffee Morning we raised £87.00   

 

 

WELCOME TO RESIDENTS 

 

Welcome to Mr Brian Taylor, Flat 3 William 

House and wish him many happy years here 

at Wyggestons.   

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

For those residents who have birthdays in November we would like to wish you a v  ery Happy 

Birthday 

 

William House 

Jose ́Johnson   18th November  

 

Agnes House   

Joyce Bray    8th November  

 

 

 



 
 

PAST  
 
Sunday 30th September Harvest Festival  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 

Michael Heyden’s Music Night  
 
Thanks to Michael & Patricia, for another enjoyable evening it certainly had feet tapping from rock 
& roll (how many remember Bill Haley & The Comets, The Carpenters, Dusty Springfield, up to 
the more modern Andre Rieu)? It was good to hear more about the artists that Michael had 
researched & sadly heard that many had met tragic ends .Really enjoyed the half time Cornettos. 
Looking forward to the Country & Western night in November. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Residents enjoying the Music Night arranged by Michael Heyden 



 
 

THE THREE SURPRISES: 
A (TRUE) TALE OF THE UNEXPECTED 

 

This story is about something that actually happened to me: absolutely true and with 
a most unlikely, surprise ending! 

 
 

It begins over 100 years ago when my father, a teacher of all things connected with the 
voice, wrote a book he called How to speak effectively: on the platform; at the meeting 
and in the pulpit. The book must have sold well, as I have a copy of the fourth edition 
dated 1937. (Title page pictured, right, 
together with a couple of pics of Dad in 
action).  

 
The story then moves on 17 years and 
across the Atlantic to September 
1954. That month I began a year in 
Canada as a student at Wycliffe, a 
theological college in Toronto. One day  
I was   browsing   in   the   library 
there, and, wow! to my surprise 
(surprise No 1) I came across a copy of 
... How to speak effectively: on the platform; at the meeting and in the pulpit. I really 
was chuffed! 

 
With some pride I showed this to the principal of the college. He was a most gentle 
and caring man, and a true lover of all things English. He was insistent I sign the book to 
record the fact that I, the author’s son, was at that time one of his students. This I did, on 
a bottom corner of the title page, and then replaced the book in its allotted slot on the 
library shelves. 

 
The story now moves forward 63 years, yes, 63 years, to the present time here at 
Wyggestons. One evening recently I was checking things like emails and the weather 
forecast on the computer, and out of idle curiosity typed in Charles Seymour, not 
expecting it to produce any result. However, it did!  It led me to a web site called 
Forgotten Books and, (surprise No 2), to a copy of How to speak effectively: on the 
platform – etc, etc. “An important historical work”, suggested Forgotten Books. Quite 
remarkable!   Yet, hang on, there is more! 



 
 

The most surprising surprise  
(surprise No 3) is that the copy  
they have on their website was  
down-loaded from the very  
same copy that I had signed in  
the Wycliffe College library all  
those 63 years ago! (pictured  
right) So this time it was  
‘eureka’, a wow! – and a phew! 

 

There, unbelievably, 63 years after I 
had written it, was my signature in 
the bottom corner of the title page, 
larger than    life    on    the    screen. 
 
 
Where the book had been during these many years is a total mystery, for I doubt it 
would stay that long on the shelves at Wycliffe. And how  this particular copy (the four 
editions suggest at least many hundreds of copies were printed) came to be the one 
to arrive at the Forgotten Books website is quite incredible. But somehow it did. 

 
Statistically, all this is a very remote chance indeed, close to the impossible. But it 
happened.  Surely a true tale of the unexpected? 

 
JOHN SEYMOUR 

 
 

 

Incident at the Leicester Royal Infirmary 

 

I was in the waiting area of the clinic I attend every six months or so. The wait was 
unusually long, so I decided to buy a coffee from the vending machine. Almost 
immediately a young lady appeared from somewhere, and called out: 

 
Young lady:             Mr Seymour? 
Me:                          (Stepping forward) That’s me.   But do you think the doctor 

will mind if I bring my cup of coffee? 
Young lady:             (Rather indignantly)  I am the doctor. 
Me:                          (Thinks) W h o o p s ! (Says) Oh!  I’m so sorry! 

 

 

 



 
 

FAREWELL TO “ARLINGTON GRANGE 6800” 

 

It was a busy trip up to Llangollen, and as we approached, the clouds grew heavier and the rain 

heavier. It never let up Friday, Saturday and eased by Sunday p.m.  

The river Dee flowed faster by the hour, the chairman very kindly gave us a weekend pass and 

we managed two runs one with an 0-6-0 tank, and another with a larger tank engine (for those 

interested), and in several places the Dee had burst its banks. 

In one spot we saw a sheep dog and farmer herding a flock higher up, if any sheep were caught 

in that flow it would have certainly drowned. 

A little bit of upset on the Friday when we saw her new resting place, after all as I said in the 

coffee morning, I knew her from the age of twelve, and guarded her for 40 years after Dad 

passed away. It was part of me, and also, Patricia. 

We were welcomed to their A.G.M. on Sunday morning, and some of the figures that were 

mentioned for fund raising for “Betton Grange” took your breath away. A full size loco from 

scratch, the engineering and finance had to be admired. 

So much so we are now fully fledged members of the “Betton Grange 6880 society”.  

As you can see from the photos the case they had made was ideal, toughened glass and of 

course lockable. A thank you donation plate was on the base, and it included Patricia after all 

she has been part of it from the word go. A bit difficult to take a photo due to reflection! 

The committee were all present and of course snapping their cameras and guess what they 

were talking about its accuracy and steam locos non-stop? 

Journey back “murder” the M6 is undergoing major works. The Sat. Nav. took us down a slip 

road and tried to put us on the toll road M6. Not us, we took the A5 which in my opinion should 

have been the M6 after all the romans knew what they were doing and they did not have 

motors! To top it most of the journey was in pouring rain. 

All went well and 6800 is safe in enthusiast’s hands. 

The photos are: 

1, a farewell @ home; 

2, one of their older projects; 

3, present, Llangollen station; 

4, as left by BEECHING taken in 1973; 

5, me with 6800, and holding a finished part for 6880, it releases the steam from the cylinders it 

is a sort of neutral. 3 attempts to get it right! 

6, Patricia saying goodbye.   

We also, have an open invite and on their internet site 6880.co.uk. (News). 
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Wyggestons 

Scrabble Evenings 2019 

At 7:00 pm 

January 7th 

February 4th 

March 4th 

April 1st
  

May 13th 

June 3rd 

July 1st 

August 5th 

September 2nd 

October 7th 

November 4th 

Scrabble Evenings are always  

held on Monday Evenings 
 

£2.00 Includes Refreshments 
 

All monies collected to be given to  

Wyggestons 2019 Charity 



 
 

 

Calling all knitters  

 Time to dig out those knitting needles for the Big Knit  

 

It’s the return of the Big Knit campaign and Age UK Leicester Shire & Rutland is calling on 
Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland to join in and get knitting!  
 

Whether a knitting ninja, purling pro, crochet connoisseur or just keen to have a go it’s time to get 
wild about wool and join the Big Knit. Now in its 15th year, the campaign is recruiting knitters to 
help create an impressive 1.6 million hats to adorn innocent smoothie bottles. For each be-hatted 
smoothie sold*, Age UK receives 25p, and that money helps the Charity support older people who 
are facing later life alone.  
 

Tony Donovan, Executive Director of Age UK Leicester Shire & Rutland said: “We need local 
people to join us and help knit as many miniature hats as possible this winter to help us hit our 
huge 80,000 local target. It’s such a fun campaign to get behind and it does so much to help older 
people in our area.  
 

“The money raised will make a big difference to the lives of older people by funding our hugely 
important services and classes. These services, which include Day Care, dementia support, Men 
in Sheds and befriending amongst so many others, give local older people the chance to come 
along and make friends, learn new skills and most importantly have fun.”  
 

Last year alone, more than one million hats were lovingly created nationally, with designs 
including the hugely popular unicorn, grizzly bear, fluffy sheep and desert island.  
 

Bara Amouyal, innocent drinks, said: “The Big Knit has had such an incredible amount of support 
over the past 15 years and we are hugely grateful – we love seeing what miniature creations the 
nation can come up with! Through the Big Knit campaign, we want to do everything we can to 
make a difference to the lives of older people.” 
  
For more information on The Big Knit contact Age UK Leicester Shire & Rutland on 0116 2992233 
or visit https://www.ageuk.org.uk/leics/get-involved/fundraising/the-big-knit/. Please send 
completed hats to Age UK Leicester Shire & Rutland at Lansdowne House, 113 Princess Road 
East, Leicester LE1 7LA or hand them in at any of our 24 shops or Resource Centres. 
 

This year’s hat knitting patterns are available to download, to find out more visit: 
www.ageuk.org.uk/bigknit or pop into any of our addresses to request a leaflet 

http://www.ageuk.org.uk/bigknit


 
 

Armistice Day 

 

        1918                           2018  

         

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that Sunday 11th November is Remembrance Sunday. This year is a very special 

year as it is 100 years ago since the Armistice at the end of the First World War and remembrance 

coincides with the actual anniversary of Armistice.     

 

There will be a Service of Remembrance starting at 10:30 am at which we hope to link in with the 

National Commemoration. This will be followed by the Holy Communion Service (starting with the 

Eucharistic Prayer). Those who do not wish to stay for Communion will be able to leave.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:  

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning,  

We will remember them." 
 

 



 
 

WORDSEARCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

WHAT’S NEXT?   

Looking Ahead Dates 

Please note the following dates in your diary:- 

 
Thursday November 15th 10:30 am William House Residents’ Meeting  
       (Boardroom) 
 

Thursday 7th December  10:15 am Coffee Morning in aid of Shelter 
       (Boardroom) 
 

Monday 3rd December   6:30 pm Brownies Christmas Entertainment  
       (Boardroom)  
 

Wednesday 12th December 5:00 pm Leicester Grammar School Choir Concert 
       (St. Ursula’s Chapel) 
 

Tuesday 18th December 4:00 pm  Carols by Candlelight 
NOTE CHANGE OF DAY   St. Ursula’s Chapel  
 
Wednesday 19th December  11:00 am  Staff & Residents Get Together 
     14:00 pm (Boardroom) 
 
     7:30 pm  Church of the Martyrs Carol Singers 
       (Agnes House)  
 

2019 
 

Wednesday 23rd January 7:30 pm Cheese & Wine Presentation Evening 
       (Boardroom) 

 
 
All the 2019 concert dates are as follows:- 
 

Sunday  5th May   Croft Silver Band        

Sunday  2nd June   TBC (we are hoping for an Organist) 

Sunday 7th July  Ratcliffe Chorale Choir  

Sunday 4th August   Organist - Jean Martin  

Sunday  1st September   Ibstock Brass Band  

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

DATE ACTIVITY 
  

Thursday 1st     Coffee Morning  - Paul Wilson from Wyggeston & Queen 
Elizabeth 1 College will be giving a talk BdRm) 10:15 am 
Music & Movement (Agnes House) at 11:15 am to 12:15 pm  

Friday 2nd      Games (Agnes House) at 2:00 pm 
Tea ‘N’ Chat (BdRm) at 2:30 pm  

Saturday 3rd  Bonfire Tea 5:00 pm Followed by Fireworks at 6:00 pm 
  

Monday 5th      DIY Pilates (Mtg Rm) at 10:00 am 
Bingo (Agnes House) 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
Scrabble (BdRm) 7:00 pm  

Tuesday 6th     Do It Yourself Chair Exercises (BdRm) at 2:30 pm 

Wednesday 7th    Art Group (BdRm) at 10:15 am  
Story Telling (Agnes House) 11:00 am to 12:00 noon 
Knitting & Crochet (BdRm) 2:30 pm  

Thursday 8th     Music & Movement (Agnes House) at 11:15 am to 12:15 pm 
Card Making (BdRm) at 2:30 pm    

Friday 9th   Games (Agnes House) at 2:00 pm 
Bingo (BdRm) at 2:30 pm 

  

Monday 12th     DIY Pilates (Mtg Rm) at 10:00 am 
Bingo (Agnes House) 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

Tuesday 13th       Homegroup (Mtg Rm) at 10:30 am 
Do It Yourself Chair Exercises (BdRm) at 2:30 pm 

Wednesday 14th       Art Group (BdRm) at 10:15 am  
Story Telling (Agnes House) 11:00 am to 12:00 noon 
Scrabble afternoon with the Wardens (BdRm) 2:30 pm  

Thursday 15th         Music & Movement (Agnes House) at 11:15 am to 12:15 pm 
Games Afternoon (BdRm) at 2:30 pm 
Michael’s Music Night (BdRm) 7:00 pm     

Friday 16th       Games (Agnes House) at 2:00 pm 
Visit to Rothley Fisheries Depart 12:00 Noon Return 2:30 pm  

 NOVEMBER ACTIVITIES 2018 



 
 

 

 

 
Activities are open to all residents 

 

Please note that dates may change, keep an eye on the 
Noticeboard 

 
 
 
 
 

DATE ACTIVITY 
  

Monday 19th          DIY Pilates (Mtg Rm) at 10:00 am 
Bingo (Agnes House) 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

Tuesday 20th       Do It Yourself Chair Exercises (BdRm) at 2:30 pm 

Wednesday 21st      Art Group (BdRm) at 10:15 am  
Story Telling (Agnes House) 11:00 am to 12:00 noon  
Bingo (BdRm) at 2:30 pm  

Thursday 22nd     Music & Movement (Agnes House) at 11:15 am to 12:15 pm  
Table Tennis (BdRm) 2:30 pm  

Friday 23rd       Games (Agnes House) at 2:00 pm 
Beetle Drive (BdRm) at 2:30 pm 

  

Monday 26th         DIY Pilates (Mtg Rm) at 10:00 am 
Bingo (Agnes House) 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

Tuesday 27th       Homegroup (Mtg Rm) at 10:30 am  
Do It Yourself Chair Exercises (BdRm) at 2:30 pm 

Wednesday 28th       Art Group (BdRm) at 10:15 am  
Story Telling (Agnes House) 11:00 am to 12:00 noon  
Quiz (BdRm) at 2:30 pm  

Thursday 29th  Music & Movement (Agnes House) at 11:15 am to 12:15 pm  
Uno Card Game (BdRm) 2:30 pm  

Friday 30th  St. Andrews Day 
Putting the Christmas Decorations up 10:00 am 
Everyone welcome to help out  
St. Andrews Lunch  
Games (Agnes House) at 2:00 pm 
Poetry (BdRm) at 2:15 pm 

  NOVEMBER ACTIVITIES 2018 



 
 

SERVICE IN ST. URSULA’S CHAPEL 
 

Thursday November 1st   All Saints  
 

9:30 am Informal Service       
 

Sunday November 4th  
 

8:30 am Holy Communion  
9:30 am Morning Service    
 

Tuesday November 6th      

9:130 am Morning Service  
 

Thursday November 8th        
 

9:30 am Informal Service   
 

Sunday November 11th        Armistice Day   
 

10:30 am    Remembrance Service & Holy Communion  
 

Tuesday November 13th     

9:30 am Morning Service    
 

Thursday November 15th         
 

9:30 am Informal Service   
 

Sunday November 18th    
 

8:30 am  Holy Communion 
9:30 am  Morning Service  
 

Tuesday November 20th    
 

9:30 am Morning Service  
 

Thursday November 22nd    
 

9:30 am Informal Service  
 

Sunday November 25th          
 

9:30 am Morning Service   
 

Tuesday November 27th         
 

9:30 am Morning Service   
 

Thursday November 29th       
 

9:30 am Informal Service   
 

Sunday December 2nd     
  

8:30 am Holy Communion 
9:30 am Morning Service 
 
 



 
 

Pumpkin & Bacon Soup 
 

Prep Time   Cooking Time       Easy     Serves  
  10 mins 1 Hr 10 mins                               4 
 

Ingredients  
 

1 tbsp vegetable oil 
50g butter 
1 onion, finely chopped 
150g maple cured bacon, cut into small pieces 
½ Crown Prince Pumpkin or onion squash. Peeled, deseeded and cut into medium chunks (you 
need about 500g pumpkin flesh) 
1L chicken stock 
100ml double cream  
3 tbsp pumpkin seeds, toasted 
Maple syrup for drizzling 
 

Method  
 

In a large, heavy-bottomed pan, heat the oil with 25g butter. Add the onion and a pinch of salt 
and cook on a low heat for 10 mins or until soft. Add 60g bacon and cook for a further 5 mins until 
the bacon releases its fat. Then increase the heat to medium, add the pumpkin and stock and 
season. Bring to the boil, then reduce the heat to simmer, cover with a lid and cook for about 40 
mins until the pumpkin is soft. Pour in the cream, bring to the boil again and remove from the 
heat. Set aside some of the liquid, then blend the remaining pumpkin until smooth and velvety, 
adding liquid back into the pan bit by bit as you go (add more liquid if you like it thinner).  Strain 
through a fine sieve, check the seasoning and set aside.   
 

Melt the remaining butter in a pan over a high heat and fry the rest of the bacon with black pepper 
for 5 mins. Divide the bacon between four bowls, reheat the soup and pour over. To serve, sprinkle 
over the pumpkin seeds and drizzle with Maple syrup.   
 

Traditional Mincemeat  
 Prep Time        Easy    Makes about 2KG  
   20 mins       (4 x 500ml Jars) 
 

Ingredients  
 

250g raisins 
375g currants 
100ml brandy 
Zest of 1 lemon, juice of ½  
300g shredded suet 
250g dark brown sugar 
85g chopped mixed peel 
½ small nutmeg, grated 
1 large Bramley apple, peeled and grated  
 

Method 
 

Soak the raisins and currants in the brandy and lemon juice for 1 hr until plumped up, then drain 
and set the brandy aside. Mix all the ingredients together in the order given, then pour in the 
brandy when everything else is well mixed. Spoon and press into sterilised jars, to exclude any 
air (the easiest way to sterilise jars is to run through a dishwasher on its hottest setting). Cover 
and leave for at least a fortnight. Will keep in the fridge for up to 6 months.  

Recipes from Good Food Magazine 



 
 

 

 
 

 
Solutions to October’s Crossword 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


