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INTRODUCTION 

 
Welcome to March’s Edition of Wiggy’s Tales. 

Well we are now in the third month of the year and well into Lent already. The recent good weather 
has brought on the spring bulbs and it is lovely to see the Daffodils around the scheme. 
 
Despite the high winds and heavy rain I am pleased to say this hasn’t impacted on the building 
works and as I write this the foundations are being set out for the new hub and bungalows with 
considerable amounts of blue plastic shuttering and metal caging on site. I am sure you will 
welcome the completion of the piling works ahead of programme – the staff and Master definitely 
did. 
 
With the buildings’ foundations being completed the contract then moves on into the installation 
of the ground floors, drainage systems and constructing the walls during March and April. 
 
At the same time the works to the former Master’s House is moving apace with the reconfiguration 
of flat 49 and new windows and rooms to flat 51.  We hope to have all completed by Easter so 
that all building works are then contained behind the hoarding. 
 
Thank you for your patience with the dust and disruption over the last few months. 
 
We work very hard to keep the living area of your homes as safe as possible for you. Although 
health and safety gets a bad press the living and working environment at Wyggestons is 
paramount in everything we do and we have formed a staff and Governor group specifically to 
ensure all risks are kept to a minimum. 
 
However we don’t always notice danger and it is imperative that we are aware of anything that 
could harm residents, staff and visitors….. so if you see anything please report it to Gary, Chris 
or Louise so we can deal with it as soon as possible. 
 
Thank you to everybody who comments about Wiggy’s Tales and we would like to feature far 
more information about our residents and staff in future editions. 
 
Our usual plea is that please remember that it is your Newsletter as much as anyone else’s, so 
do please, please let us have items for inclusion.   
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CHARITY COLLECTIONS & FUND RAISING EVENTS  

 March Coffee Morning held on Thursday 5th March raised £88.10 

Well done to all involved 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

For those residents who have birthdays in March we would like to wish you a very Happy Birthday 

William House 

Joan Bates   3rd March 

Pauline Stringer  22nd March 

Agnes House   

Derek Hillman  2nd March 

Diane Taylor   11th March 

Pina Mayes   13th March 

 

  
 

  

 

We welcome Paul Johnstone, Flat 38 to 
William House and wish him many happy 

years here at Wyggestons 

We also welcome Melissa Taylor 
as the new Secretary/PA at 
Wygestons. 
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Say hello to Melissa! 
 
 
 
Hi all 
 
 
First of all I would like to thank you all for the very warm welcome I’ve received, everyone has 
made me feel  like part of the Wyggeston family from day one. I’ve really enjoyed my first few 
weeks but please bear with me while I learn everyones names! 
 
 
Now for a bit about me! I have been married to Dave for just over 
2 years and we got married at the stunning Abbey Pumping 
Station in Leicester.  
 
 
I love all things Volkswagen and I am currently the proud owner of an old campervan called 
Sunflower and when she goes she’s a lot of fun. I’ll bring her in to work once she’s up and 
running! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My other passion is penguins and if I ever go to the zoo, you’ll always 
find me at the penguin pool!  
 
 
My hobbies include silversmithing, I enjoy making jewellery out of old silver cutlery as well as 
from scratch, I also enjoy motorsports, baking and going to comedy shows.  
 
 
I look forward to finding more out about all of you soon too 
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JUST A NOTE TO INFORM YOU 

THAT WE WILL BE HAVING A 

WILLIAM HOUSE  

RESIDENTS’ MEETING  

IN THE BOARDROOM 

ON FRIDAY 13TH MARCH 2020  

AT 10:30 AM 

If any residents wish to raise any 

matters, then these should be put into 

the suggestion box 

 

Thank you 
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PAST EVENTS 
St Valentine’s Day Meal 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Everyone looks like they’re having a lovely time tucking in to their dinners! 
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Many Happy Returns to Marian Allin who has just turned 101 
years young!  

 

 

 
 

What a treat to have the Lord Mayor, Cllr Annette Byrne, 
Honorary Governor of Wyggestons, surprise her on the big day 
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Building Works Progress 
 

      
 
 

     
 

       
 

The heavy rain caused the footings to flood but didn’t delay the new window installation in the 
former Master’s House. 
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Former Master’s House Progress – new steelworks installed in 
the ceiling to support the flats above and allow the passageway to 
be formed to connect the two buildings. 
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 In past years Margaret and I spent many of our holidays 

exploring the Western Isles of Scotland.  We visited 

Lewis, Harris, Skye, Jura, Islay, Colonsay, Mull and Arran 

- to mention just those that are better known.  These 

holidays often provided us with stories worth the telling. 

So here is what happened when we spent just...   

   ...THREE HOURS ON LISMORE  or...  

                    “Don’t worry about beds: the ceilidh will last all night”  
  

Lismore (or ‘Great Garden’ in English) is a small island, about 10 miles long and a mile or so 

wide, fifty minutes on the ferry from Oban.  Its prominent lighthouse (see below) dominates the 

busy crossing to the Isle of Mull.   

 In July 1991 Margaret and I were in our caravan nearby.  Our son Chris, his then wife Lesley, 

and their infant son Joe were also there on holiday, and so one afternoon we teamed up to see 

what Lismore had to offer.  

 We had planned a short circular walk, Chris carrying the young Joe and his push chair, both 

somehow strapped to his back.   First we followed the shoreline north, and then headed up to 

the central ridge, revealing spectacular sea and mountain scenery in all directions.  En route we 

came to the island’s Post Office where we all enjoyed a well-earned ice cream.  A young man 

served us, eyes lighting up when he spied two ladies in our party. He promptly invited Lesley 

and Margaret to their Ceilidh (pronounced kayley), or folk dance, in their Community Hall that 

evening.    

Obviously Chris and I were not welcome - it was 

girls they were short of, and  Margaret and Lesley 

clearly presented quite an attractive proposition.  

“Where will the ladies sleep?” we asked.   

Margaret’s log written at the time records that he 

replied: “No need for beds, the ceilidh goes on all 

night”.   My less reliable memory thinks he 
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suggested there was no problem about beds.  Either way this didn’t seem to be too good an 

idea to Margaret and Lesley, so with much appreciation and good-natured smiles we went on 

our way.    

 Earlier I had read that there was, or had been, a cathedral on the island.  It was quite a way 

north so it was agreed that, although time was short, Chris and I should check this out while 

Margaret, Lesley and Joe should make a more leisurely return to the ferry.   
  

History relates that around 560 AD a certain Saint Moulag landed on Lismore from Ireland and 

established a monastery there.  Later a Bishop of Argyll moved in and built his cathedral on the 

same site.   Today a modern parish church stands there, but with traces of the old cathedral 

clearly visible.   We also saw the ancient Sanctuary Stone, as shown in foreground of the 

sketch.  But as at the time Chris and I had no 

criminal record, we little needed the security it 

offered.   

What we did need was more time than we had to 

get back to the ferry.  We had seriously mis-judged 

the distance.  So it was speed-walking with a good 

deal of running.  OK for Chris, but that year I had 

hit my sixties.  Anxiety was increased when from the ridge, with still some distance to go, we 

saw the ferry (the last of the day) approaching the jetty.  O dear:  this was serious.  No mobile 

phones in those days.  However...our route took us once again past the ice cream Post Office.    
  

The friendly young man still behind the counter was quick to respond: “Jump in,” said he, “and 

hurry”.   His car screeched down to the quayside. We leapt aboard as the gangway was hauled 

in.  Thank you, dear Lismore Postman.    I promise, you will surely go down in history!   

  

  My thanks to Sue Hulatt for the sketch of the cathedral.  Permission to   copy from the original 

applied for.    John Seymour, Flat 56  
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1. Which iconic blonde actress, and rumoured lover of President John F.   
    Kennedy, was found dead in her bedroom August 5, 1962?  
 
2. Which former first lady married Greek shipping tycoon Aristotle Onassis  
    October 20, 1968?  
 
3. In which year did the Woodstock Festival take place?  
 
4. Which product did Proctor and Gamble launch in 1966 that revolutionized baby  
    care? 
 
5. What famous band arrived from England to the U.S. in February 1964? 
  
6. What famous TV series debuted in 1966 with these words ... "Space, the final  
    frontier ... ?" 
 
7. This bluesy rock singer was discovered at the Monterey Pop Festival in 1967.  
     Her initials are J.J. Who was she?  
 
8. British fashion designer Mary Quant invented a daring and revealing new type  
    of women's clothing in 1964. What was it called?  
 
9. What 60s artist was famous for his renderings of everyday objects such as  
    soup cans? 
 
10. What was this famous boxer's name before he changed it to Muhammad Ali? 

 
 

 
Answers in the next issue! 
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RECIPE CORNER 
Herby Toad in the Hole 
Prep Time   Cooking Time       Easy     Serves  
  10 mins 40 mins                                  4 

 

Ingredients  
140g plain flour 
3 eggs 
300ml milk 
2 tsp Dijon mustard 
2 tbsp vegetable oil 
8 Cumberland sausages 
8 sage  leaves 
4 rosemary sprigs 
 

Method 
Heat oven to 240C/220C fan/gas 9. In a food processor, combine the flour, eggs, milk, mustard 
and some salt and pepper, blitz until smooth, then leave to rest for 30 mins. 
Pour the oil into a metal roasting tin about 30 x 23cm and 7.5cm deep. Brush the oil all over the 
sides and bottom, then place in the oven. When the roasting tin is very hot and smoking, place 
the sausages inside, evenly spread out, and cook for 5 mins. 
Give the rested batter a stir and pour into the really hot tin – take care as it may spit. Quickly 
sprinkle over the sage leaves and rosemary, then place in the middle of the oven. Do not open 
the door for 25 mins, then check – if needed, cook for a further 5-10 mins. Cook until puffed up 
and brown and the batter is completely cooked through. Serve straight from the dish. 
 

Easy Treacle Sponge  
Prep Time         Cooking Time       Easy     Serves  
  10-15 mins      40 mins                                    8 

 

Ingredients  
250g golden syrup 
zest 1 lemon, plus juice ½ lemon 
5 tbsp breadcrumb 
200g pack butter, softened 
200g golden caster sugar 
3 medium eggs 
200g self-raising flour 
5 tbsp milk 
 

Method  
Heat oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. Mix the syrup, lemon zest, juice and breadcrumbs and 
spread over the base of a 1.5 litre baking dish. 
Beat the butter and sugar until pale and fluffy, then beat in the eggs, one by one. Stir in the flour 
and milk and dollop over the syrup. Bake for 35-40 mins until golden and risen, and a skewer 
poked into the sponge comes out clean-ish. Eat with lots of custard, cream or ice cream and 
extra dribbles of syrup. 

Recipes from bbcgoodfood.com 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/egg
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/milk
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/sage
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/rosemary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/golden-syrup
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/lemon
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/butter
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/egg
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/milk
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CROON, BLUES AND SMOOTH 

What could be better when the weather has been wet (very), dull and windy than to spend it 

with both memories and well-known names and tunes? So we were extremely lucky that 

Michael and Patricia had organised yet another extravaganza for us. 

 We were firstly told the definition of the word “croon” soft, smooth and easy and certainly Dean 

Martin measured up to that.  So with “A kick in the head”, perhaps not the best title, but can you 

remember dancing to this? He had many hits in his day but sadly died aged 78 Christmas Day 

1995. 

A completely different type of song by Julie London came next with “Girl can’t help it”. Julie 

unfortunately started smoking at the age of 16 and died of a cardiac arrest aged 74. But during 

her life she sold 3 million copies. She had a very sexy and gravelly voice. 

Another well-known and very talented singer, dancer, actor was Sammy Davis jnr. Playing golf 

with Jack Benny, Sammy was asked what his handicap was to which he replied “Talk about 

handicap, I’m a one eyed, Negro and Jewish”. Perhaps not a PC reply for today. The cd chosen 

today was “Come rain, come shine” another very well-known recording to which many will have 

danced to. 

Talking of dancing do you remember fellas getting powder on the shoulder of your jacket and 

lipstick on the collar of your shirt?!! Those were the days. There would be no problem with that 

these days, couples dance too far away from each other. 

We continued having a “smooch” to the Platters “Only you”, but then came Michael’s favourite 

Gene Vincent singing “Blue”. Apparently the guitarists found they could only stay with the group 

for a couple of years as they found touring too much. 

Many, many well-known singers followed, too many to write about all of them. Must name some 

of the more well-known such as Frank Sinatra, Roy Orbison, Duane Eddy and of course Nat 

King Cole with that beautiful velvety voice.  A couple of voices we might not have expected to 

hear were Tom Jones with Jools Holland, Gerry Rafferty, with that haunting saxophone theme 

”Baker Street”, Rick Nelson and Johnny Ray who was sadly an alcoholic all his life. 

We finally came to the end of a wonderful afternoon with so many reminisces, but before we 

close we had to have Elvis singing “Anything is part of you”. Apparently he has been so 

successful that since his death he has sold 300 million and earned $27 million. Michael Jackson 

is the only person to top this with $900 million. Let’s hope that heaven has a “hole in the wall” 

for them. 

Once again, thank you to you both for a lovely afternoon enjoyed by 28 people. That’s the most 

number of people to attend so far, which shows how popular these afternoons are. Michael is 

already planning the next so we will have another stroll down memory lane again. Ah. 

Sue Hulatt 
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WHAT’S NEXT? 

Looking Ahead Dates 

Please note the following dates in your diary:- 

 

Sunday 8th March   4:00 pm Service of Loving Remembrance  

       (St. Ursula’s Chapel) 
 

Sunday 29th March   2:30 pm Musical Theatre (University Singers) 

       (St. Ursula’s Chapel) – NEW CONCERT ! 
 

Thursday   2nd April   10:15 am Coffee Morning - with a talk by Tony Donovan 
       from Age UK (Boardroom) 
 

Sunday 3rd May    2:30 pm  Quorn Ukulele Orchestra  

       (St. Ursula’s Chapel) 
 

Thursday 7th May   10:15 am Coffee Morning – with a visit from the City  

       Mayor (Boardroom) 
 

Thursday   4th June   10:15 am Coffee Morning 

       (Boardroom) 
 

Thursday 25th June  3:00 pm Founder’s Day 

       (St. Ursula’s Chapel) 
 

Thursday 2nd July   10:125 am  Coffee Morning 

       (Boardroom) 
 

Sunday 5th July   2:30 pm  Ratcliffe Chorale 

       (St. Ursula’s Chapel) 
 

Thursday    6th August  10:15 am Coffee Morning 

       (Boardroom) 
 

Thursday    3rd September 10:15 am Coffee Morning  

       (Boardroom) 
 

Sunday 6th September  2:30 pm Wigston Band  

       (St. Ursula’s Chapel)  
 

Thursday    1st October  10:15 am Coffee Morning 

       (Boardroom) 
 

Thursday   5th November   10:15 am Coffee Morning  

       (Boardroom)  
  

Sunday 13th December  2:30 pm  Christmas Concert by Ratcliffe Chorale  

       (St. Ursula’s Chapel)  
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Activities are open to all residents - please note that dates may 
change, keep an eye on the Noticeboard 

DATE ACTIVITY 
  

Monday 2nd 
 
 

DIY Pilates (Mtg Rm) at 10:00 am 
Bingo (Agnes House) 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
Scrabble (BdRm) 7:00 p 

Tuesday 3rd 
 

Learning with the Fourth Age Singing with Viv (Agnes House) 
10:30 am to 11:30 am  
Do It Yourself Chair Exercises (BdRm) at 2:30 pm 

Wednesday 4th 

 
 

Art Group (BdRm) at 10:15 am  
Story Telling (Agnes House) 11:00 am to 12:00 noon  
Card Making (Mtg Rm) 2:30 pm  

Thursday 5th 

 
      

Coffee Morning (BdRm) at 10:15 am – Scarves & Handbag 
Event in aid of this year’s Charities, The Bodie Hodges 
Foundation & Blood Bikes  
Music & Movement (Agnes House) at 11:15 am to 12:15 pm 

Friday 6th 
 
 

Prevention of Falls Exercises  11:30 am Lounge - Agnes House  

Games (Agnes House) at 2:00 pm 
Table Tennis (BdRm) at 2:30 pm 

Sunday 8th Service of Loving Remembrance 
 in St Ursula’s Chapel at 4:00 pm 

  

Monday 9th 

       
DIY Pilates (Mtg Rm) at 10:00 am 
Bingo (Agnes House) 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

Tuesday 10th 

   
Learning with the Fourth Age Singing with Viv (Agnes House) 
10:30 am to 11:30 am  
Homegroup (Mtg Rm) at 10:30 am  
DIY Exercises (Mtg Rm) 2:.30 pm 

Wednesday 11th 
 

       

Art Group (BdRm) at 10:15 am  
Story Telling (Agnes House) 11:00 am to 12:00 noon   
Bingo (BdRm) 2:30 pm 

Thursday 12th 
 

Music & Movement (Agnes House) at 11:15 am to 12:15 pm  
Quiz (BdRm) 2:30 pm  

Friday 13th 
 
       

Residents Meeting at 10:30 am in the Boardroom 
Prevention of Falls Exercises  11:30 am Lounge - Agnes House  

Games (Agnes House) at 2:00 pm 
Uno Card Game (BdRm) at 2:30 pm 

CTIVITI2018 
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DATE ACTIVITY 

  

Monday 16th DIY Pilates (Mtg Rm) at 10:00 am 
Bingo (Agnes House) 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

Tuesday 17th 
 
  

Learning with the Fourth Age Singing with Viv (Agnes House) 
10:30 am to 11:30 am  
Do It Yourself Chair Exercises (BdRm) at 2:30 pm 

Wednesday 18th 
 
       

Art Group (BdRm) at 10:15 am  
Story Telling (Agnes House) 11:00 am to 12:00 noon   
Mother’s Day Tea (BdRm) 4:00 pm 

Thursday 19th 
 

Music & Movement (Agnes House) at 11:15 am to 12:15 pm   
Scrabble with the Wardens (BdRm) 2:30 pm  

Friday 20th 
 
 

Prevention of Falls Exercises  11:30 am Lounge - Agnes House  

Games (Agnes House) at 2:00 pm 
Knitting & Crochet  (BdRm) 2:30 pm  

  

Monday 23rd 
 

DIY Pilates (Mtg Rm) 10:00 am  
Bingo Agnes House 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm  

Tuesday 24th 
 
    

Learning with the Fourth Age Singing with Viv (Agnes House) 
10:30 am to 11:30 am  
Homegroup (Mtg Rm) at 10:30 am 
Do It Yourself Chair Exercises (BdRm) at 2:30 pm 

Wednesday 25th 
 
       

Art Group (BdRm) at 10:15 am  
Story Telling (Agnes House) 11:00 am to 12:00 noon   
Tea & Chat with the Wardens (BdRm) 2:30 pm 

Thursday 26th 
 
 

Music & Movement (Agnes House) at 11:15 am to 12:15 pm   
Beetle Drive (BdRm) 2:30 pm  
Card Night (BdRm) 7:00 pm  

Friday 27th 
 
 

Prevention of Falls Exercises  11:30 am Lounge - Agnes House  

Games (Agnes House) at 2:00 pm 
Bingo (BdRm) at 2:30 pm  

Sunday 29th Musical Theatre  St Ursula’s Chapel at 2.30pm 

  

Monday 30th  DIY Pilates (Mtg Rm) at 10:00 am 
Bingo (Agnes House) 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
Scrabble (BdRm) 7:00 pm 

Tuesday 31st  Learning with the Fourth Age Singing with Viv (Agnes House) 
10:30 am to 11:30 am  
Do It Yourself Chair Exercises (BdRm) at 2:30 pm 
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COFFEE MORNING  

 

Thursday 2nd April     

10:15 am in the Boardroom  

of William House  
 

 

Please note that  

Tony Donovan from Age UK  

will be giving a talk  

about the work which is  

carried out by this organisation 

that residents fundraising 

supports.   

EVERYONE WELCOME 
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SERVICE IN ST. URSULA’S CHAPEL 
 
 

Sunday March 1st     
 

8:30 am Holy Communion  
9:30 am Morning Service    
 

Tuesday March 3rd       

9:30 am Morning Service   
 

Thursday March 5th           
 

9:30 am Informal Service   
Sunday March 8th h       
 

10:30 am  Holy Communion 
4:00 pm Service of Loving Remembrance 
 

Tuesday March 10th       
 

9:30 am Morning Service    
 

Thursday March 12th      
 

9:30 am Informal Service   
 
 

Sunday March 15th            
 

8:30 am Holy Communion  
9:30 am Morning Service   
 

Tuesday March 17th 
 

9:30 am Morning Service    
 

Thursday March 19th         
 

9:30 am  Informal Service 
 

Sunday March 22nd        
  

9:30 am Morning Service   Mothering Sunday  
 
 

Tuesday March 24th            
 

9:30 am Morning Service 
 
 

Thursday March 26th           
 

9:30 am Informal Service 
 

Sunday March 29th 
9:30 am Morning Service  
 

On Tuesdays there is a Service of Holy Communion in the 
Conservatory of Agnes House at 12:00 noon,  

to which all are welcome 
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THE FUTURE OF WIGGY’S TALES 
 

 

Dear all 

 

We are looking at revamping Wiggy’s Tales and would welcome 

your suggestions! 

 

Is there anything you particularly do or don’t like? 

 

Is there anything you would like to add or change? 

 

We would certainly welcome more stories and input from our 

readers so please let us know what we are doing right or wrong, or 

could do better! 

 

You could either put your suggestion in the suggestion box, pop 

along to the office or email secretary@wyggestons.org.uk 

 

We look forward to hearing from you!! 

 

Thanks 
 

Chris and Melissa 

 

 
 

mailto:secretary@wyggestons.org.uk

